
Phase 1: Layering on Listening
For the first part of this technique, you’ll be focusing on what you hear -- not what you’re 
doing with your hands. In each of these steps, be sure you are listening to the track.

1. LISTEN - Listen to the song only at this point.
○ Your goal here is go get a feel for the song and notice any parts that stick out 

(intro, bridge, instrumental, etc…).
○ Do this until you can anticipate the different structural parts of the song.

2. LISTEN + LOOK - Follow along with the chord chart while listening to the song.
○ Your goal here is to see where the chord changes happen and to see if those 

changes match what’s on your chord chart. Chord charts you find on the 
internet are not always exact.

○ Do this at least a couple of times through and pay close attention to where the 
chord changes happen.

3. LISTEN + LOOK + PLAY - Put it all together! Play through the chart with the track.
○ Your goal here is to get a feel for the rhythm and chord changes. Pay attention 

to your strum pattern and take note of any chords that don’t sound right. Find 
an alternate chord shape.

○ Do this as often as it takes for you to play the song without messing up.

Phase 2: Peel Back the Layers

For the second part of this technique, you’re going to remove each layer of what you just 
did, except you’ll be focusing on your playing instead of listening this time.

4. PLAY + LISTEN - Play the song with the track without looking at the chart.
○ Your goal here is to find the parts of the song you haven’t memorized yet.
○ Do this as often as it takes for you to play the song without messing up.

5. PLAY - Play the song without the track AND without the chord chart.
○ Your goal here is to make sure you have the structure memorized also.
○ Do this until you can play the song all the way through correctly by yourself.

Congratulations! You’re on your way to a new level of worship acoustic guitar!
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