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Foreword 
  

Thanks for picking up this book. I’m glad you’re here! This book is one of a                
series of books on becoming the best worship acoustic guitar player you            
can be. My goal is to help you skip over some of the long hard lessons I’ve                 
learned and to come alongside you and push you to get to whatever your              
next level is.  --  That being said… 
  

It’s always important to start out with “why” in anything you do. The reason              
why you do something will often get you through the times when it’s not              
convenient or easy. With something like memorizing worship songs, it’s          
easy to focus on the “how” we should do it, but that won’t bring as much                
motivation. Part of what worship services are for are to point people to             
Jesus. So when you bring your highest excellence on your instrument, that            
is your offering and your part to play in the mission and vision of the house                
you serve. 
  

So why are you reading this book? It’s likely that you are on a worship               
team -- or maybe even the worship leader -- and you’d like to take your               
playing to the next level so you can be a better asset to your team. Well                
you’re on the right track! 
  

Memorizing songs has always come somewhat naturally to me. I’ve been           
playing guitar since 2001, and I’ve always noticed the patterns in music. It             
wasn’t until I started playing in worship bands that I saw the major benefit it               
was for me to have songs memorized. I could be that dependable “rock” in              
the band to keep the songs going at the end when others weren’t sure              
where we were going. I also was able to transition to the next song pretty               
well since I already had it “playing” in my head from memory. 
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I don’t say all this to brag but to show you that there are tangible benefits to                 
memorizing worship songs. You can be that “rock” in your band as well. 
  

As you read and work through the rest of this book, we’ll go over the “why”                
and the “how” of each element of memorizing worship songs. If you put to              
action what you learn here, this process WILL WORK. 
 

Now I know I just said the “why” is the most important part -- and believe                
me, it is -- but I can’t force you to read the rest of this book to get a full                    
understanding of “why”. I hope you do read it all, of course, but before we               
go too much farther into the book, I’m going to give you the outline of the                
technique here. Don’t get me wrong, if you quit reading after this part, you’ll              
be missing a lot of valuable information, so you really should stick it out. 

Nevertheless… This is my preferred method for memorizing worship songs          
- and the one I still use today! Of course, it’s not the ONLY way to do it, but                   

it’s the only one I recommend!  
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Outline of the Technique 
 
 

Phase 1 - Layering on Listening 

● Listen → listen to the song 

● Listen + Look → listen & look @ chord chart 

● Listen + Look + Play → now add playing along w/the song 
  
 

Phase 2 - Peel Back the Layers 

● Play + Listen → put away the chord chart 

● Play → it’s all YOU now! 
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Why? 
 
As I mentioned before, it is important to ask yourself “why” you do             
something. Many times the “why” will get you through the toughest part of             
“what” you’re doing or “how” you’re doing it. So let’s dive into a few reasons               
why it’s important that you memorize worship songs. 
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Overcoming Stage Fright and Anxiety - “Why?” 
 
Call it what you will...stage fright, performance anxiety, stage fear… all of            
us experience it to some degree. The more you get on stage, the less you               
may notice it, but there’s still something different going on inside your body             
when you get on the stage. It’s perfectly normal and should be expected.             
Acknowledging the presence of your anxiety as a normal function of your            
body is one thing that will help you overcome it. When you are nervous,              
your heart pumps harder, your mouth gets dry, your muscles may tense up,             
and you get a rush of adrenaline. This is one of the things I remember from                
my college speech class. It’s the equivalent of the fight or flight response             
you get when you’re in danger. Just realizing that it’s there will remove the              
mystery of why you feel weird when you get on stage. It’s really just a mind                
battle :) One of the best things you can do to combat this feeling, of course,                
is to be well-prepared for the songs. 
  

Memorization helps you overcome stage fright and anxiety. It’s tempting to           
stay comfortable by not looking at the congregation and just stare at your             
music stand, but the benefits outweigh the costs here. You WILL get more             
comfortable over time, and memorization will only help you get there faster.            
Part of the reason you are nervous in the first place could be that you are                
worried you’re going to mess up. What a great way to combat that silly fear               
-- to memorize the song and punch fear in the face! 
  

When you play from memory your stage presence will be livelier. Stage            
presence is not something reserved for entertainment performances, but         
it’s also useful in a worship setting. Your job as an acoustic player (and              
thus a member of the worship band) is to lead the congregation, and this is               
one of those times when appearance actually matters. We’re there to invite            
others to join us in worship. It’s not like it was back in the day when the                 
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high priests were the only ones who could enter God’s presence for            
worship. Jesus took care of that for us, so let’s be excited about worshiping              
God and bringing everyone else with us! 
  

So it’s not your job to “entertain” an audience in a worship service. Your              
heart needs to be in the right place, but you have to at least look like you’re                 
glad to be in God’s house that day. Having some enthusiasm and looking             
comfortable will help everyone else in the room feel the same way. Imagine             
going on a guided tour of a cave and the whole way through the tour your                
tour guide is staring at his smart phone reading about where you are and              
where you’re supposed to go next. You’d be wondering why he’s giving the             
tour, and you probably wouldn’t feel confident that he’s giving you the best             
tour possible. This is almost a direct comparison with leading a           
congregation in worship. When you depend on your chord chart, it distracts            
you and closes you off from the rest of the room. 
  

When you have the song memorized, you become more confident in what            
you’re playing, so you’re not as worried about missing a note or a chord.              
It’s like when you’re driving somewhere new for the first time and you have              
to rely on GPS or someone’s directions versus driving to that old familiar             
place you’ve been to a hundred times. When you’re driving to that familiar             
place, your mind is freed up to enjoy the trip and take in the scenery. When                
you aren’t sure where you’re going, your mind is locked on the map, or on               
the next street name or landmark that you’re looking for. The same goes for              
worship. When you’re not focusing on chords and song structure, you are            
at ease and able to focus on God. 
  

When you’re able to focus on God in the service you can give Him any               
fears you may still have. It’s ok to still be nervous about playing in front of                
people. I won’t pretend that stage fright and anxiety are small things that             
you should just deal with. They’re real and legitimate, however, the Bible            
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tells us to cast all our cares on Him [1 Peter 5:7 & Psalms 55:22]. This is an                  
opportunity for you to do just that -- to pray and give that nervousness over               
to God in that very moment. When you do something for God that goes              
against what your flesh and your mind tell you they want to do, God honors               
that. You’re acting in faith and believing God’s word is true. There’s no             
other reason or explanation for that. Faith is action. You’re offering your            
body as a living sacrifice to be used by God as mentioned in Romans 12:1. 
  

You have to recognize what’s going on so you can deal with it. A great way                
to prevent much of the anxiety is to be prepared, having your music             
memorized. Be as solid as a rock on the music side of things so you can                
focus your talent and skills on the spiritual side of things. 
 
Lastly, you can pray. Prayer is never the “least you can do”, but it’s the               
best and most you can do! What a great way to enter a worship service by                
casting your cares on God and taking a leap of faith out on the stage               
anyway!  
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Engaging in the Worship Experience - “Why?” 
 
Now you’re overcoming fear and getting more comfortable on stage. The           
next thing memorization frees you up to do is worship and focus on God              
better. By focusing more on your own worship to God during the service,             
you can get what God may have for you and still lead the people. Yes, we                
are there to lead, but we are also modeling true worship to others, and              
sometimes God just has a word or a time of refreshing for you. 
 
When you lose the music stand and put your eyes on the room, you can be                
aware of what’s going on around you. Leaders have to be out in front, no               
matter what context that leadership is in — worship, business, family, etc            
— so leaders also have to be aware of their surroundings. If you’re staring              
down at a chord chart the whole time, you won’t be able to tell how the                
congregation is participating during a song, and you may miss an           
opportunity to repeat a chorus or pause and let the room breathe for a              
minute. You never want a worship song to be just a “performance” where             
you run through the song with no regard for the spiritual activity that may be               
happening. The Bible says that where two or more are gathered in His             
name, He is there in their midst. God can always minister to people, but              
sometimes you can do things musically to enhance the atmosphere and           
help people receive from God more easily. 
 
As an acoustic player (not leading) it may not seem like a big deal to you,                
but on a technical level, knowing what’s going on around you also helps             
you know what dynamics to play with. If your leader decides to tag an extra               
chorus or bridge, you want to be ready to do that with the proper dynamics.               
No one wants to be that guitar player who confidently strums the wrong             
chord or who is off in their own world playing a different part of the song                
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altogether. By memorizing the songs, you’ll be more available to watch and            
follow the worship leader — or if you are the leader, well... you really              
shouldn’t be staring at a chord sheet anyway! 
 
You have to be in step with those you lead, otherwise you will miss              
important cues that tell you what your next step should be. Leading is also              
following, so while you may be leading the congregation, you’re also           
following the Holy Spirit and you may also be following the leader of the              
song, if it’s not you. The main takeaway here is that memorizing the song              
frees you up to connect with those around you and move with them on the               
journey with God through worship.  

Copyright © 2018  |  AcousticWorshiper.com 

https://acousticworshiper.com/


Memorizing Worship Songs | Acoustic Worshiper 

Flowing and Following - “Why?” 
 
Now you’ve punched fear in the face and connected with room. You’re            
leading effectively. The next notch in the belt is to be dynamic and flow in               
worship. 
 
You can only flow in what you know. Referencing a chord chart takes             
time and focus, which you don’t always have a lot of in the moment. There               
are already a lot of moving parts during worship, and sometimes things just             
happen. You have to roll with it. If your leader deviates from the original              
structure of the song (for whatever reason), you’ll be able to keep up if you               
have memorized the different parts of the song. 
 
There have been times in our band where a singer will start singing at the               
wrong time or accidentally skip a verse. You name it, and I’m sure it’s              
happened to someone out there. Well, the only way to recover from            
something like this is to recognize where you are in the song and either              
stay there or move to whatever part you’re supposed to be on. Doing this              
with the song structure already committed to memory is the best way. 
 
On the other hand, when the song leader intentionally changes the order,            
you need to quickly recall what part of the song you are going to -- or if you                  
lead, you need to know where you’re going. If the song isn’t memorized,             
you’ll default to what’s familiar. You may play in a band that makes             
changes on the fly regularly, or maybe you don’t. Either way, transitioning            
to random parts of the song is only possible if you have memorized all the               
parts. A chord sheet will usually do more harm than good in this situation -               
trying to find the right place while following along on a chord chart takes              
longer if you change the order of the song randomly. 
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Also, at the end of the worship set (or sometimes in the middle) you may               
have a speaker who is coming up on stage. It’s a good idea to have some                
type of background music still playing during these parts of the service.            
Depending on your band structure, that job may fall on the keyboard player,             
but a solid acoustic guitar player should be able to fill this need, too. Part of                
being a “solid” acoustic player is being ready for whatever comes your way.             
It’s not only having good technical skills on your instrument, but also being             
aware and being prepared. 
 
There really is no downside to memorizing your songs before the worship            
service. It can only benefit you. As with anything else you do in life, you               
have to step back and ask yourself why you’re doing it in the first place.               
The purpose of playing acoustic guitar in a worship service is to contribute             
not only to the music element of worship, but also to the spiritual side of the                
worship experience. Memorizing your music and being ready to play it is            
just another way you can bring excellence in your service to God. He             
deserves our best in every area of our lives, so playing acoustic in the              
worship band shouldn’t be any different.  
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How? 
 
Now that you know “why” it’s important to memorize worship songs, let’s            
dig a little deeper into the “how” side of things.... 
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The Process 
 
If you’ve learned to play guitar, that’s proof that you can memorize things.             
Just being able to pick up the guitar and use what you practiced or learned               
last time is proof that YOU can do this! 
 
Earlier in the book I gave you an overview of the process I use to memorize                
worship songs. We’re going to dive into each of those steps a little deeper              
now to give you a better idea of how you should do this. I’ll give you some                 
insightful tips and potential pitfalls. So let’s do this! 
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Song Memorization Technique 

 

Phase 1: Layering On Listening 

 

LISTEN 

 

Listen to the song only. It’s tempting to start out by playing and listening              
to the song at the same time, but what you risk doing is figuring out part of                 
the song and missing other parts. When you’re playing, you can’t really            
listen as well as you should. I’ve seen it too many times -- someone will               
pick out the chord progression from the intro and the verse and play it all               
through the rest of the song, missing a slight variation in the bridge or the               
dynamics in the second chorus. Listening is vital to memorizing the song            
correctly! 

Your goal here is go get a feel for the song and notice the different parts of                 
the song. Does the song have a bridge? An intro? Pre-chorus? etc… You             
want to at least be aware of the different parts of the song to give yourself a                 
good reference point with strum patterns, dynamics, and chord changes.          
Listen to the song again and again until you can anticipate the different             
structural parts of the song before moving on to the next part of the              
process. You should know if a chorus, pre-chorus, or a verse is coming             
next. That kind of thing.  
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LISTEN + LOOK 

 

In this step you follow along with the chord chart while listening to the song.               
You’re still not playing at this point, but you’re incorporating one more            
sense (sight). Now that you have a memory “bank” (from the previous step)             
for the different parts of the song, you can start to take note of the chord                
changes you’re hearing in the song while you’re seeing them on the chord             
chart. 

NOTE: Pay attention to the rhythm of the chord changes. A lot of the chord               
charts you find online do not have the exact spacing of the chord changes              
correctly notated. Just like with guitar tabs, you usually have to hear the             
song to play it correctly with the right timing since there are no time              
references in tabs. This is not the case with sheet music, but we’re doing all               
this without learning to read sheet music. Trust me, you don’t need to read              
music to do this stuff -- I DON’T :) 

Your goal here is to see where the chord changes happen and to see if               
those changes match what’s on your chord chart. As I said above, chord             
charts you find on the internet are not always exact, so you’ll have to              
double-check them for accuracy. 

Do this at least a couple of times through and pay close attention to where               
the chord changes happen. Make notes on your chord chart if it needs any              
correction. If you’re not sure, email me a link to the chord chart, and I’ll take                
a look with you. (brad@acousticworshiper.com) 
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LISTEN + LOOK + PLAY 

 

In this final “Listening” step, you’ll put all that looking and listening to good 
use. You are going to play through the song while listening and looking at 
the chord chart. Your focused work up to this point has laid the best 
foundation for memorization and long-term retention. 

Your goal here is to bring the song to life yourself -- make it a physical 
reality with your hands and your guitar. You’ll get a feel for not only the 
rhythm and the chord changes but also the chord shapes. If there are any 
chords that don’t quite sound right or they are awkward to transition to, 
consider using an alternate chord shape. 

You’ll also want to pay close attention to your strum pattern -- or lack of one 
if the song calls for something other than strumming. At this point you’re 
basically playing with the band on the recording. Make sure you fit in. Your 
strumming shouldn’t clash with the drums, and your chord voicings 
shouldn’t interfere with the melody or any other instrument. Again, if you 
aren’t sure on this part, just send me an email with your questions: 
brad@acousticworshiper.com 

To round out the Listening phase, do this step for as long as it takes for you 
to play the song all the way through without messing up (missing a chord 
change, off-time, etc…). 

Now you’re ready to start peeling off the layers!  
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Congratulations on being a great listener! You should have successfully          
completed all the steps in Phase 1 by now. (If you haven’t done that, you               
won’t get the most benefit out of Phase 2.) 

Now we’re going to start peeling back the layers from Phase 1 until you are               
stand-alone prepared for your song. 
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Phase 2: Peel Back the Layers 

 

PLAY + LISTEN 

 

Now you’ll play the song without looking at the chord chart. This may feel              
like a big jump, but if you’ve done your part in Phase 1, this should be                
relatively easy for you. I know you can do it! 

Your goal here is to show yourself which parts of the song you need to               
work on. You should be able to play the entire song at this point. Do this as                 
often as necessary until you can play through the whole song like this             
without messing up. 
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PLAY 

 

Finally, the home stretch! Now is where you play the song all by yourself              
without the track AND without the chord sheet!  

Your goal here is to be sure that you not only have the chords memorized,               
but also the song structure. This is important as you may need to follow the               
leader if your band flows in worship, or if your band carries out a part at the                 
end of the song. You’ll know what to do. 

Keep practicing here until you can play the whole thing from memory. If you              
mess up or get the order wrong, just start over. Don’t worry, you’ll get it.  
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Practice In Your Head 
 

Now that you’ve gotten this far, you can practice in your head while             
listening to the song wherever you are! This is probably my favorite benefit             
of memorizing songs. From now on when you listen to the song, you can              
easily visualize the chord changes as the song goes on. I do this a lot while                
I’m driving. I’ll use the steering wheel as the guitar neck and the middle              
console as the place where I strum. It may sound silly, but it works for me! I                 
promise I drive safely :) 

Another good thing about retaining the songs in your head is that you know              
how the song is supposed to sound when you are expected to start the              
song off by yourself. You may or may not be asked to do this, but in my                 
experience, there are a lot of worship songs that start off with the acoustic              
guitar, and if they don’t normally start with the acoustic, there are are             
certain settings and moods during worship where this could be called for.            
So be prepared! 
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Retention 
 

Retention happens when you do something long enough that it becomes           
second nature for you. It becomes your “common knowledge,” and it’s what            
memorization is built on. Not only will you retain the songs you memorize,             
but you will also be retaining chords and chord shapes if you’ve learned             
any new ones. So over time, by memorizing songs, you’re also building            
your chord vocabulary. 

Each skill you learn for worship acoustic guitar will build on themselves,            
each one complimenting the other, until you have a versatile arsenal of            
knowledge, chords, and techniques. Unfortunately there’s no shortcut for         
the time investment on some of this stuff, but if you can latch onto the               
importance (and the method) for memorizing worship songs, that will save           
you a little time in the long-run. 

 

So what’s next? What now?  
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Moving Forward 
 

As I mentioned earlier in this book, it is important that you memorize songs              
for many reasons. One of the best ways to do this is by implementing a               
consistent technique that you can apply to every song you learn. You can             
print off the following chart on the next couple of pages as a quick              
reference so you will always have the memorization technique in front of            
you. 

Going forward, each time you use this technique (and just playing guitar            
more in general), you will begin to connect the dots in songs faster and              
more naturally. You’ll visualize the chord chart and the chord shapes in            
your mind while you listen to the song. That’s where the real time saving              
comes into play, and that’s just one of the things I’d like to help you figure                
out on your journey as an Acoustic Worshiper. 

Now it’s time to take even more action on what you’ve learned! Head over              
to the Acoustic Worshiper website and and let me know what song you’re             
going to memorize next. You can use the Contact form or email me:             
brad@acousticworshiper.com 

Also, you can leave a review of this book on Acoustic Worshiper here:             
https://acousticworshiper.com/product/memorizing-worship-songs/  
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Learning the Language of Guitar Chords 
 
 
Have you ever seen a chord with some extra words or letters on a chart               
(something like Gsus4 or Eadd9), and you didn’t have a clue what it             
meant?! Maybe it looked like a foreign language to you... 
 
Well I have great news! There’s actually a pattern to these chord names,             
and it’s not that hard to learn. You just have to know what you’re looking               
for. 
 
In my next ebook, I will simplify the structure and patterns behind the most              
common chord names. When you read it, you’ll know how to… 
 

● Decipher and play guitar chords by name 
● Find notes on the fretboard 
● Transpose songs with and without a capo 
● Navigate sharps (♯) and flats (♭) without reading music 
● Play using the Nashville Number System 

 
...and much more… 

 
Right now, when you pre-order, you have a special opportunity to let me             
know what else you’d like to see in my next ebook on Learning the              
Language of Guitar Chords. 
 
Email me at brad@acousticworshiper.com and let me know. 
 
Pre-order your copy today on AcousticWorshiper.com! [click here]  
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If you like what you’ve read here, head on over to the Acoustic Worshiper              
website: https://acousticworshiper.com for more resources and      
discussions! 
 
I’d love to get your feedback on this book, too. I want to know if there was                 
anything you really enjoyed or anything you’re starting to use in your            
church. You can email me directly at brad@acousticworshiper.com or find          
me on Twitter: @AcousticWrshpr 
 
Also, I’d love to hear how this book has helped you become a better              
Acoustic Worshiper. Email me or send me a message through the Contact            
page. You can also leave a review of this book here: 
 

https://acousticworshiper.com/product/memorizing-worship-songs/ 
 
Lastly, make sure you sign up for email updates from Acoustic Worshiper            
so you can receive the latest news and resources I have for you. 
 

God Bless You! 
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